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ViseecmHas u4ysaul-
ckas nucamenbHuua Jlucu-
Ha Eea HukonaeeHa omme-
muna e urone ceoe 70-ne-
mue.

Teopuyecmeo Eebi Jlu-
CUHOU MOBUMO HE MOJIbKO
qyysawCKUMU Yumamens-
mu. Ee kKHuea «Xynax
Xx=nxa Unwk» (flonoyxul
Yimok) cmana  naypeamom
Bceco3H0e0 KOHKypca Ha
Nyquiyro 0emcKyro KHuey
(1987). Paccka3sbl U3 mo-
HEHbKOU KHUXUUbI «X\ne
K\pec ym\ny (Mpedsumse)
[IPU XKU3HU asmopa cmanu
xpecmomamuliHbimu. Oco-
6bili ycnex ebinan Ha 0o
pacckasa u3 amoll KHueu
«Kycok xneba» —OH nory-
YUIT NEPeyro NPEMUI0 8 KOH-
Kypce paduocmaHyuu «He-
meukas sonHa» (1990).

B nocnedrue eodbi Esa
JlucuHa nepesoduna Ha 4y-
gauickull a3pix bubnui. Ee
kporomnuebil mpyd u30
OHs1 8 OBHb 8 MeyeHUe Cem-
Hadyamu nem nos3sonaum
nonHomy mexcmy CesilieH-
Hoeo [ucaHus 3a3gy4yams
Ha vysauicKkom f3bike. Pe-
Oakuyus «/1MKa» nosdpas-
naem Eey HukonaesHy ¢
tobuneem, xenaem 300po-
8bf, padocmu meopyecmea,
8ca4Yeck020 6r1azononyyus.
Y Hadeemcs, 4mo Ha cmpa-
HUUax Haweeo XypHana
yeudsam ceem ee Ho8ble Npo-
u3eederus.

FFac.cezece

ApceHnn MapoB — 4yBalLCKUA nucaTenb —
fobpancsa 40 ManeHbkoro ropogka Ha mope pos-
HO B nonaeHb. OH okasarncs 34eCb COBEPLUEHHO
cny4danHo. C gpyron CTOPOHbI, TaK fnn YK criydan-
HO? PasBe He pBarncsa OH B 3Ty Noe3gkKy, psarncs
OT4YasiHHO? PasBe He Ka3anocb emy, YTO OH A40I-
XEH yexaTb, Aa nockopee, Aa nojanblle, MHave
CNy4YnTCHa Henonpasumoe?

Ewe Buepa oH 6bin B Yebokcapax. bbino yTpo,
OH CTOAAN, CMOTPEN B OKHO. Jlun nponneHon
aoxab. Ewe Tonbko ceHTabpb, a noroga Hanomu-
Hana rnybokylo oceHb — TEenno ofeTble Noaun
NPUKPBINUCE 30HTamMW. [1a, ApCeH CToan y OKHa
N CMOTPEN Ha Cepylo CTEHY AOXASA, a Ha gywe y
Hero 6bIno CONHEYHO, PagoCTHO: Ka3anock, OH Ce-
roAHA HENPEMEHHO 3aKOH4YUT pacckas, KOTOPbIN
emMy AOfro He yaasancs.

Y>xe 6bino sBowen B pabouyo Konek, BOT No-
NbET Yan U YeAUHUTCS B CBOEN KOMHAaTE... «Yem
TopyaTtb y OkHa, cxogun 6bl nyywe B marasuH!»
— cKkasana BApyr xeHa. «HeT, 3T0 HEBbIHOCMMO,
— paso3nunca ApceH. — Kak MOXHO NpoXuTb
BMECTEe CTOMbKO NET U HEe Hay4yuTbCA NOHUMaTb
apyr-apyra?! Yenosek He MOXeT NpoCTO Tak
CMOTPETb B OKHO, OH HMKOT4a HE CMOTPUT B OKHO
npocto Tak!» Ho ckaxewb CNOBO — HayHeTCH
ckaHgan, a cenvdac, korga oH Havan nogbupaTtb u
B3BELUMBATb KaxKao0e CrioBO, XOTENOCb BO YTO Obl
TO HU CTarno yaepxaTb 3TO 3blbKoe paBHOBECKE,
COXpPaHUTb eABa OWYTUMYIO HUTb, CBSA3bIBAIO-
Lyt ero ¢ pacckasom. bbin 6bl goma CbiH — BCe
ke bor nHoraa xaneet Hac: gaxe oT Hentobumon
XKEHbI MOXET poauTbca pebeHOoK, NOXOXUA Ha
COMHeYHbIN Ny4y. BepHo, HeNb3sa noxanete yeno-
Beka cunbHee! — ApceH 6bl mOroBopun, nourpan
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C HAM M CMOrI KaKk-TO 3alyUTUTbCH, YCNOKOUTBLCH, HO Marbuuka yxke OTBe-
nun B caguk. N ApCeH, He ckasas HM CroBa, Bbillen Ha ynuuy.

XopoLwo, YTo AoXab X0nogHbIn. OueHb xopoLo. [NpekpacHo. A ecnn © oH
Obln CO CHerom, ¢ rpagom, 6bino Okl ewe ny4dwe. Ho Bce paBHO HEBO3MOXKHO
Lenbln AeHb CrOHATBCA o ynmuyam. B koHue koHuoB ApceH 3abpen B Cotos
nucatenen. Pagoctn, KOHEYHO, He ObINo, HO BCE e OH HE Jan yracHyTb YT-
PEHHEMY MOPbIBY, Kakas-TO UCKOpKa No-NpeXxHemMmy corpesana cepaue.

B kopuaope ApceH BCTpeTUn npeaceaarens oHaa, Npu3BaHHOro no-
MoraTb MMcCaTensam XXWUTb U TBOPUTD.

Nckopka BHYTPWM BMWUM MOSbIXHYMA.

— Mocnywan, — octaHoBun ero ApceH. — Ckaxu, 9 XopoLummn nuca-
Teno?

ToT noxnonan rnasamu.

— Kak ckasatb... Cnor y teba xopowmn...

— Cnor... ga3blk... Bcsik, KTO 3@ pydKy B3ANCSH, LOMKEH XOPOLUMM A3bl-
KOM nucatb. Tbl CKaXW KakK Ha AyXy: 8 COYMHAI UnW npasgy nuuly?

Mpepcepatene 3agymarcs. BepodaATHO, BcnomMmuHan kHurn Maposa. Mo-
TOM OTBETWN CO CMELLKOM:

— Thbl Xe TONbKO O N6BU N NULLELLD...

— «Tonbko 0 no6eu»?! Tbl 3HaELb, YTO BECH MUP, BCH XKN3Hb 4EPXKUT-
cs Ha nobBu? Hebo, 3emnsa, 4enoBeK — HUKTO U HUYTO He MOXKeT 6e3 nob-
BW. TONbKO CMEPTU He Hy>kHa noboBb. Ha TO OHa u cmepTb, TO €CTb KOHEL,.
Tbl 3Haewsb: bor ot nwbeK cosgan mup! PaHbwe a gyman, 4to bor 6onblie
BCero nobut yenoseka. HeT, OH aaxe AOXAMHKY NOBUT HapaBHe C Hamw.
Cenvac BpemeHa U3MEHWUNNCb, U BCE CTanu nucaTb MNO-MHOMY, YEM paHb-
we. A A, ApyXuwe, nNuwy He no-CTapoMy U He MO-HOBOMY. A nuuly Kak
BCerga — Kak ymMero, Kak 3Hato, nuwy npo nioboBb, 3HAYUT, NPO XKWU3Hb.
MoHan?

— K yepTy Takyto Xu3Hb! YK€ U TUXOHN HOPOBAT CBOW HpaB mnokasaTb!
Yero packpudanca? Xopowmn Tbl nucaTenb, XOpPoLWwnMin — cam 3HaeLb!

— 3Haw! — noaTeepaun «TmMxoHs» ApceHun Mapos. — Tbl NOAMMU:
Hawa nuTeparypa MoXeT octaTtbes 6e3 aToro xopowero nucarens. Otnpasb
MEHS Kyaa-Hnbyab, nHaye ympy.

— E3an BoH B [lom TBOpUecTBa, B KyBLUMHKY. Cenvac cBo6OAHbIX MeCT
MOJSIHO.

— MHe KyBlMHKa He HyxHa. MHe Hago kyaa-HubOyab noganblue, Ha
Kpam 3emnu, Kk 4epTy Ha poral

MocneaHwe cnosa okasanucb ONacHbIMW, OHW NOTAHYNKU 3a cobon apy-
rme, B namsatu ApceHa npomernbkHyna ctpoka «OHUW XU B KOPONEBCTBE
y Kpas semnn». «boxxe Mon, — nogyman ApceH, — Kakue nevarnbHble Cno-
Ba!» OH yxe rotoB Obln NPUBLIYHO MOrPYy3UTLCA B OECKOHEYHYIO nevanb,
HO npeaceaarens JlInTdoHa, C HeAOYMEHMEM B3IMSAHYB Ha HEro, Kasanocs,
yTO-TO OBAyMbIBAn.

— 3anagem KO MHe, — ckasan OH BAPYF PeLUTENbHO, — TYT OAWH
XOTen oTkasaTbCsa OT MOe3AKku, MOXeT, Ha TBOE cvacTbe, ByaeT «rops-
was» nyrteska.
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— Bort, BOT! 3710 TO, 4TO MHe Hago! — o4Hynca ApceH. — YTo-Hubyab
3pakoe: ropsijee-cropesLuee-obyrnmeLueecs!..

Mpeaceaarens NO3BOHWI O4HOMY 3acCnyXXEHHOMY-NPe3acnyXeHHOMY
nucarento, NoTOM LeAPbIM XECTOM BbIHYN U3 AljMKa CTona nyTeBKy:

— [epxun — YepHoe mope, MNuuyHaa! Tonbko npuaeTca noxnonorarb
0 BuneTtax, Kak y)X Tam HblH4YE C HUMMW...

Ceoboga — dypecHas, cynawan Hagexay — 3akpyxuna ApceHa. B
TaKMUX Cry4asix BCE MONy4aeTcsa CNOBHO camo cobown, 6€3 yCcunmi: oH Ho-
CWICHA CMNOBHO Ha KpbIfibsAX, B MOMEHT pelumn Bce npobnembl. N 13 goma
MOXHO ObINIO yexaTb TUXO-MUPHO, HO XeHa, y3HaB O nyteBke, BykBanbHO
octonbeHena: oHa NPUBbIKNA, YTO BCE B >KM3HW NPOUCXOAMUT NO ee ykaske,
N cenyac, Noxoxe, BOCNPUHSANA 3TY HOBOCTb Kak HAaCMELLKY, Kak nopae-
HWe, Jaxe He packpudanacb nNpuBblvHO, a nobneaHena, 3abopmorana: «Kak
e Tak, NoYeMy S He 3Har? JTO elle Haao nposepuTb!» HO Ha ogHMX NpoBep-
Kax »M3Hb HE MOCTPOULLBL. APCEH NpomMonyan u Ha 3ToT pas. [la u yto 3aau-
paTtbCs, KoNn 1 cam He 6e3 BUHbI? OH 3HaeT, Yero He XBaTaeT XXeHe — ero
nobeun. MNMocTosHHAsa pasgpakUTEnNbHOCTb, NONbITKM NObIMK cunamm A0-
BUTbCA BHUMaHNS My>a O3HAYaroT TONMbKO OAHO — OTCYTCTBME cyacTbd. Ho
yTobbl caenaTb CYaCTNUBbLIM APYrOro, HY>KHO camoMy ObiTb CHaCTNMBBIM...

OH Bblexan nogasfeHHbIA, HO Mano-nomMarny ycrokouncs, a oCTaBLUMCh
HaejuHe CO CBOMMW MbICNAMW, MPUCTYNUN K U3NIOBNEHHOMY 3aHATUIO —
OTKPOBEHHOMY pPasroBopy ¢ camum cobon. B Takme MOMEHTbI 3peHuUe,
kak 6bl o6paLleHHOe BHYTPb, BhiIOMpaeT TONbLKO caMmoe rnaBHoe, a pasym
— conocTaBngaeT, aHanmsnpyeTt. PaccemBaeTcs BCE MENOYHOE, HEHYX-
HOE, U, faKe €CNU Thbl FPeLLEH, CTAaHOBULWLCA CNoBHO Obl 6€3 rpexa, noTo-
My 4YTO CyTb YenoBeveckasi, ocBOOOXAEHHasa OT BCEro HaHOCHOro, U3Ha-
YanbHO yncTa. TakMm BOT «OYMCTUBLUMMCS» OCTaHOBUIICA OH Yy [oma
TBOpYecTBa B lnyyHae.

Bokpyr — ryctasa u HexxHas 3eneHb, 6ynHO paspocLiascs noa weapbim
conHuyem. OkasblBaeTCH, Aaxke AEepeBO MOXET Bbl3BaTb TPEBOry — MUMO
HEe3HaKOMOro AepeBa, YCbIMNaHHOro KPYMHbIMW NYHUOBbIMU LBeTamu, Ap-
CEH MpOLUEN C KaKoW-TO OMNackoW.

Xapko. Bokpyr Hu aywu. o-BMaMMOMY, BCE MOCMELUMNM NONPATaThb-
CS B TE€HW. TO N 13-3a TULLIMHbLI, ApCEeHa OXBaTUNO CTPaHHOE OLLyLLEHWE,
B6yATO MUP TONBKO YTO COTBOPEH, B HEM MOKa TONMbKO HEBO, ConHue, Mope,
AEepeBbS, TpaBbl N BOT-BOT NOSABUTCA YenoBeK. APCEH B34POrHyn, CrioBHO
Xenasg OTMaxHyTbCA OT HaBaXKAEHUA, TOPONMBO NOAHANCH no 6enokameH-
HbIM CTYNEeHbKaMm, 3aLlen B OrpOMHbIN BecTubionb. Tam ero Bctpetuna ge-
XypHas — npueeTnmeag abxaska, HanommHarowas HanueHoe a6noko. OHa
B3Ara ero nyTeBKy, Bpy4Yuna Krwo4n OT KOMHaThl.

B 3aaHun npoxnagHo: CTBOPKU OKOH pacraxHyTbl HacTeXb, N 0ObIYHO
HEBMAUMBIA BO3AYX, NPEBPATMBLUMCL B ONaroCTHbIA CKBO3HSK, CTan He
TONbKO OCA3aeMbIM, HO U CMIOBHO BUAUMbIM rnasy. B npocTtopHom xonne
pes3BATCA ASTU BETpa: MO yrnam yCTpounu Kyyy marny, KOMbIWYT OKOHHbIE
LUTOPbI, TEPEOAT NUCTLbA PacTEHUA B OrPOMHbIX Kajkax, MeuyyTca Mexay
Kpecnamu, urpaa B npatkv. [etn BeTpa — kak obblyHas pebaTHA, XOTAT
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BCE y3HaTb, yBUAETb. BOT OHM 3akpyxunu Bokpyr ApceHa, TECHS Ha neTy
APYr Apyra, CNOBHO peLUUnv NpoCneamnTb, Kyaa OH HanpasnseTcs.

C BepxHero ataa nocnblwanucb NerkMe warm: KTo-to crnyckancs. «91o
AUTS YenoBeYecKoe N4eT nourpatb C Bamuy, — LUEnHyn ApceH AeTaMm BET-
pa. OH yxe ObINo NOAHANCH Ha TPETUN 3TaX, OCTaBarnocChb TOMbKO NOBep-
HYTb B KOPUAOP, HO 3ajepKarnca: emy 3axoTernocb yBUAETb AEBOUKY, Oe-
XKaBLUYIO nourpaTtb C BETPOM (KOHEYHO, AEeBOYKa, KTO elje moxeTt cberatb
Tak CTPeEMUTENBLHO?) HO OKa3anocCb, YTO 3TO HE AEeBOYKa: cryckanacb mMo-
nogas xeHwuHa B 6enom nnatee. OHa 6bina ewe ganeko, ApCeH He mor
yBUAETb €€ nuuya, ourypbl, HO y3Han...

BcTtpeya 6bina cnoBHO MOMHUSA, NPOH3UBLUAA €ro HacKBO3b.

— Puna?!

— Mbl 3HaKOMbI? — >EHLYMHa Ha MrHOBEHbE 3amegnuna war, ynbi6-
Hyrnacb YAMBIEHHO.

AywHo... CnosHo ucnyraewmnce — «Mbl BUaenu, B YenoBeka nonana
MOIHMA!» — AeTU BeTpa ymyanucb Npoyb OT HEro.

— KaxeTtca... da Het... — npobopmoTan ApceH.

MNoTOM OH AONro BO3WMCH C KMOYaMu — PyKU Apoxanu, 4BEpb B KOM-
HaTy He oTkpbiBanace. lNycTylowme Homepa, BUAUMO, HE MPOBETPUBALOT,
3[4eCb HE NPOCTO AYLUHO — BO3AYyX packaneH. Ho yenosek He goragancs
OTKPbITb OKHO, Cenyac OH ocTeperanca agaxke mebenu, kotopas crtosna B
Homepe. lNpexae Yyem CecTb Ha CTyr, KOCHYNCSA ero pykou, CNOBHO XOTen
ybeaunTbCs, 4TO 3TO HEe CTEKNO, HE pasobbeTcd. 3acToHan...

«Mbl 3HakomblI?..» Ewe Obl OH He y3Han CBOIO XEHY, NEPBYIO XKEHY, KO-
Topyto nobun 5o 6esymus...

Cewmb net Hasag ApCeH HeoXnaaHHo ans cebs xxeHuncsa. Bnpoyem, ecnu
ObITb TOYHbIM, OH TOFAAa Kak pa3 3aaymar >XEHUTbCA Ha OAHOW AEBYLUKE U3
TaHyeBanbHOro aHcambng: kpacmeas, NpMBETNNBas, Yero ewle Hago? Ceep-
CTHVKW A8BHO MEPEXEHUNUCb, OANH APCEH B XOMOCTAKax XOAMWT, BEYHO
€My YTO-TO HE TakK, BCe Yero-To ULLET, HO nopa 3akpyrnsaTbcs, 063aBoaUTb-
Csl CEMbEWN U XUTb Kak niogun. Bot oH n cobpancs B AepeBHIO, K OTLY C MaTe-
pblo — ckasaTb UM O cBaabbe.

Ha aBTo6ycHOM cTaHumn B BaTbipese OH BCTpeTun ObiBLUErO OgHOKNAcC-
Huka Bopuca AspeeBa, apyra u3 cocegHen aepesHU. [py3bs OOHSANUCEH.
Bopnc — ussecTHbIn Meamk, yumnca B Mockee, Tam xe n ocranca. Okasbl-
BaeTCs, OH Npuexan Ha poAuHy B oTnyck. Bopuc npurnacun Apcena k cebe,
TOT C pPaaoCTbio Cornacuncs.

Lnu oropogamu. «loka He 3abbin, 3ackody Ha MUHYTKY K COCeasam, a
Tbl NN, BUAWLWb, Y KONOALA MOl CEeCTpeHka, — ckasan bopuc. — Pus!
BcTtpevan roctaly — KpUKHYN OH cecTpe...

UT0 TONBKO He XpaHuTca B Hawen namaTtu! Kasanock 6bl, Mbl gaBHbLIM-
AaBHO BCe 3abbInK, HO B HY>KHbIN MOMEHT, B CBOW Yac 3aHaBeC NamsaTn CroB-
HO NPUOTKPLIBAETCA W NEpej rnasamu BO3HMKaeT AaBHO npowejllee. Ap-
ceH ByaTO BOOUMIO YBUAEN, KaK NeT BOCEMb — AEBATb Ha3aj OH Okasarncs B
3TON AEPEBHE, BO3Ne 3TOro AoMa: 3eneHas ynuua, Tennbin BO3ayX, cTapas
N3ropoab M BO3Ne Hee — LBETYLME KYCTbl LUMMOBHUKA. APCEHY LUECTHa-
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AuaTb NeT — nopa, Korga NpuxoaaT rpesbl 0 nobsun, nopa, koraa no semne
He XOAAT, a napaT Haj Hewn. LiBeTywui LWMNOBHUK NOYEeMy-TO HanoMHWN
Apceny ctuxu brnoka. PaHawaa gywy HEXHOCTb, KOTOPYIO HE BbICKasarh,
He 06BbACHUTL, crnoBa, obnekatowme B popmy 6€30THETHBIE MEYTLI, CKPbI-
Tbl€ A0 3TOro B notTaeHHoW rnybuHe cepgua. besornaaHas yBepeHHOCTb, YTO
Ha cBeTe eCTb cyacTbe. VM OCO3HaHWe, YTO OHO XPYMKOE, OYEHb XPYMKOe.
Toraa BO3ne KycTa LUMMOBHUKA CTOANM TPU AEBOYKN. «Ta, YTO HUWXKE BCEX
POCTOUKOM — MOSI cecTpa», — ckasan bopuc. lapeHb, BeCb B NeHy LWn-
NMOBHMKa-CTUXa, Tak MPOH3UTENBbHO CXOA4HOro ¢ obypeBaroumMm ero Jys-
cTBamu, e4Ba B3rMsHYN Ha AEBOYKY, ckasan us npunuumna: «bowkasa, gon-
XHO ObITb, AeBYyLLedKa, K TOMy xe cumnarara». (Kakas yx Tam cumna-
TUYHaga, Ans ApceHa BCe OHM Obinn OT ropLuka gBa BEpLUKA, UM eLe npbl-
ratb M npbiratb Yepes ckakanky!) «ycTb nogpacTeT, Toraa Bbigagum 3a
Tebsa 3amyx», — nowyTtun bopuc, a gesoyka — pycoronosas pacrpena —
MOMEHTarbHO OTBEPHYNachb W onycTuna ronosy. [1apHu paccmesnuce, 3a-
waranu ganbwe. Ho ApceHy nokasanocb, YTO YeW-TO B3rnsj CBEPrUT ero
CMnHyY, OoH 0BepHynca — 310 Obina Ta AeBouKa.

C Tex nop OH He BbIn B 3TOM J0MeE.

«W vero cmesanca, aypak?» — gyman cemyac ApceH, Bblllarmsas B4Osb
oropoga. Tenepb CMeeTCsi OHa — NOB3pOCneBLUas, noxopoLwlesLuas. Kak oHa
ctout! CnoBHO BeCb MUp npuHagnexut en! N Tennbin BETEPOK, N OTAXKe-
neBLUNe NOACONHYXM (HET, MyCTb CEroAHA NX Ha3BaHWe 3BYYUT NO-CTAPUH-
HOMY — COJTHEYHbIN OroHb!), BCE, YTO pacTeT Ha 3emne, Nojg 3emren, ceuca-
€T C TOHIOCEHbKMX cTEONnen n Morydmx BETOK, rornoca AOMalUHEN XUBHO-
cTn, NTuy — BCe ee. Habpana Beapo BOAbI, 3aX0O4YET — HAMoOUT, He 3axoyeT
— XOTb YMPU OT Xaxabl. TPEneTHO, CnajoCcTHO CXUMAaETCs cepaue, € ynoe-
HUEM NpeauvyBCTBYS CYaCTbe, HAaBESAHHOE LLUMMNOBHUMKOM, U TYT e TOCKNU-
BO 3amMupaeT, NPeACTaBuB BAPYr, YTO €My He CyXAeHo cbbiTbca. Ecnu Bbl
Jesylka cnpocuna: «lovemy Tbl TOrga cmeanca? rfovemy nposoxan apy-
rmx? lMouyemy cnosa, NpefHasHa4YeHHble TOMbKO MHE, LenTan Apyrum?»,
ApceH 6bl oTBeTUN: «5 He 3Han Tebs. A He Bugen teba. A 6bin cnenony. OH
wen v wen, nepewarmeas 4Yepes kaptodenbHble rPaaKn, W BOT HaKOHEL
fobpancsa go konoguya. CTouT nepes HMM AOYEPb YernoBeyveckas, koTopas
Korga-to 6bina maneHbKOn AeBOYKON. A cendac... «Pagn Hee s roTos cpa-
XaTbCs C MeYoM B pykax!» — 3abunocb Ha 4PEBHUN Nag MYXCKoe cepaue.

— Kpacasuya, pgawn nonutb? — NONPOCKN My>K4MHa ABaALAaToOro Beka.

— lNenTte, — NpoOCTO OTBETUNA AEBYLUKA. APCeH nun LOnro.

— Pusa, — ckasan OH 1 CrNOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAaN €€ UMS Ha BKYC — 3TO
ObIn 3anax LBETOB LUMMNOBHUKA, KOTOPbIN AOHEC BeTep. — Pus, okasbiBa-
eTCcs, Tbl MeHs1 3abbina?

— He 3abbina.

— Torpa cKkau, LUMNOBHUK elle pacTeT?

— Pacrert.

«PacrerT...» 310 faposaHo 6orom! XXuset — Genbin ceeT. XKuset — Pus.
YKnset — meuta ApceHa. OH B3rnsaHyn AeByLUKE B rnasa, U Tam, Aaxe He B
rmybuHe, a coBcem 6nnM3KO, psSAOM yBuaen ceoe bypyuiee. He pasgymbl-
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Basi, HO 3Has, YTO NOCTYNAET €4NHCTBEHHO BEPHO, OH CBOBOAHO U pagoCTHO
Bpocuncs B 310 Oyayulee.

— Pw4a, a npuwen cearartbcs...

BmecTo kakoro cnosa oHa B3AoOxHyna? Kakme HeBeaoOMble CUIMbIl elle
rylwje okpacunu ee anble wekn? Kak MOryT LWEenKoBUCTbIE NpSan  nepe-
nMBaTbCA Tak BOMOCOK K BONOCKY, CFIOBHO MX COPbI3HYNM 30noTomM? Mnu B
Takue MWHYTbl NpupoAa CMNOBHO FrOBOPUT MYX4MHE: «CMOTPU, Kakyo Kpa-
coTy papyto tebe! He 3abeisan!»

— Pus, noMHMWb, 4TO ckasan Torga TBon 6part?

KaxkeTcs, aesywwka B3ana cebs B pyku, OTBETUNA CMOKOWHO, CMOBHO
Jasarna COBET:

— A yt0 6par?.. Hago nNoroBoOpUTL C Mamon. ..

OHu He cmornu Bonblue HUYero ckasartb Apyr apyry — Pua ysugena,
yto 6paT UAEeT B UX CTOPOHY, U, 3axBaTuUB NOSHbIE BEApa, NoLwuna K AoMy.
Ho, caenas napy Laros, oCTaHOBMNACh:

— £ ckopo yeny.

— Kyga? — no-Hactodwemy mncnyranca ApceH.

— B MockBy. KaHukynbl 3akaH4YnBaoTCS.

3Tn cnosa ApCEH MOHAN Kak «NOTOPOMUCHY.

Yepes Heaenio OHM cbirpanu cesaabdy. Pua nepesenacbk ns MoOCKBLI B
Yebokcapbl, B MECTHbIM YHUBEPCUTET.

ApCeH, NPUBLIKLLIMN BCE MEPUTHL MO CBOEN MEPKE (Y4TO YX TYT roBOpUTb
— 00 cux Nop y Hero Bbina He OfHa XeHLWMHA), YAMBNANCS, Kak B 3TOM
MUpPE, KOTOPLIN, Kasanock, 0besymen B NOUCKaX HACNaXK4eHUA N YyBCTBEH-
HbIX YTEX, €ro >XeHa coxpaHuna camoe npenecTHoe n TporatenbHoe — CTblg-
nmBocCTb. CTECHUTENBHOCTN Pum XxBatano HE TOMbKO Ha AE€Hb, HO U HA HOY-
Hble Yacbl. KOHeYHO, OOblAEHHAdA M3Hb NOCTENEHHO NPOSBMSET YyenoBe-
Ka, CTaBuUT BCE Ha CBOE MECTO, U TYT MHOrOe 3aBUCUT OT TOrO, C KEM XU-
BELb, Y MHOrO nepecTtaellb 3amedartb U nucaHyto kpacoty. A y Pum 6bin
aHren-xpaHuTenb — NPUBETIIMBOCTb N TEPNEHNE, 3TO N COXPAHSANO ee Kpa-
coTy. ApceHy Toraa 6bino gsaguarthb NATb, U, HABEPHOE, HENPOCTO BbINo ObITh
KEHOW HauyMHawLero nucaTtens («ONSTb pacckas He NPUHSANU», «onsATb
HET AeHer»). B Takne MMHyTbI MONoaeHbkaa Pua gepxanacb kak Tepne-
nmBas KpecTbsHKa.

OpHaxabl y HUX B rocTax Obln OAWMH NO3T, U OH BAPYr NanHyn: «Ecnu
BEPHO, YTO 13 ABYX NOBALMUX OAUH NOOUT CUnbHEE, TO N3 BaC ABOUX, KO-
HEYHO, cunbHee nbuT Puay». ApceH Toraa BO3MYTUNCS: «YTO Thbl 3HaeLlb
0 nobBun, YTO?»

OH Bnobuncsa B xeHy 3aHOBO. He Tak, kak B NepBbIn pa3, — Toraa no-
60Bb OOpyLIMMNACL HA HEro BHE3aMHO, KaKk LUKBamn, a cendac oHa pasropa-
nacb UCNOABOSb, MOCTENEHHO, MOKa HE OLLeNoMMIa ero HeBe4oMOM gocene
HEXHOCTLIO. [la, ecnu BHavane 3To ckopee Obina noboBHas ropsivka,
cTpacTb, TO cenvyac us aywm ApceHa codnnacb HeCKOHEeYHasa HEXHOCTb —
BOT OHO, UCTUHHOE 4YyBCTBO! OH XOpPOLLO MOMHUT, Kak BCe Havanocb. Ka-
XKETCH, NPOLUNO NoMroga, kak oHM noxxeHunucb. OaHaxabl nog seyep Ap-
CEH, KOpNEBLUMA HaA PYKOMUCbLIO, MOAHSN rofioBy, NOYYBCTBOBAaB, YTO B
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KOMHaTe CTOUT HEOObIKHOBEHHAS TULLMHA — UNK 3TO aHren nponeten? Pus,
CUAEBLUAsA BO3ME OKHA C KakMM-TO y4ebHMKOM, AaBHO 3abblna npo KHWry.

— Pus, — oKknnkHyn ApceH, — O 4YeM Tbl 3aaymanacb?

— A aymato o Tebe, — oTBeTUNA OHa TUXO. Cenyac oHa kasanacbk U3my-
YEeHHOW 4EBOYKON, MONSLLEN 0 nomown. — A Bcerga aymaio o tebe: n goma,
W B TPAHCMNOPTE, U B YHUBEpcUuTeTe. [laxe koraa Mbl pacctaemcsa HeHaaon-
ro, y MeHs HauymHaet 6onetb cepgue. A He nobnio, Korga Tbl YXOAWULb,
nobnto TONbKO, Koraa UAELb HaBCTpeuy.

Pus HanommnHana s6noHi0, COrHYBLUYIOCS NOA4 HEMOMEPHOW TSXKECTbIO
LBETOB — W BNpaBAy, HEMNErko, HaBepHoe, BblaepkmBaTe 6eno-po3oByto
rpomagy. ApCeHy cTarno xanb ee, oH 4YyTb BbINo He ckasan: «He Haao nto-
BuTb MeHa Tak». OH nogowen K XeHe, nornagun no ronose. IMeHHoO 3ToT
MWUI — CITIOBHO 3BYKW CKPMWMKW, 3aA€BLUME MOTAEHHble yronku aywm! —
cTan Hadanowm ero nobeu. BonwebHble 3BYkM, nosiBUBLUMECS TOrAa, 60nb-
LLe He YMOrKarnu, XOTS 3ByYanu B NOBCEAHEBHOW CyeTe He BCeraa oTyeTnm-
BO, HO UX MPUCYTCTBME OLLYLLAnocCh, U B M0G0 MOMEHT OHM BbINKY rOTOBbI
3a3By4yaTb BO BCIO MOLLb.

...Kak-10 oHuM Gbinn B roctax. [a, APCeH HPaBUTCS KEHLUUHaM, OHMU
cpasy oKpyXaroT ero, rae O6bl OH HM nosiBUNCA. Toraa OH TOXe pasrosapu-
Ban C 04HOM 13 Taknx «6e3ymHo BrOONEHHbIX B pacckasbl ApceHnsa Mapo-
Ba» M BAPYr 3ameTun, kak nobnegHena »xeHa. OH nogowen Kk HeW, TUxo
cnpocun: «Pus, 4yto ¢ Tobon?» «Korga Tbl 4OMrO C KEM-TO rOBOPULLE, MHE
KaXXeTCs, YTO Thl 3abbin NPO MEHSA, U 9 HAYMHAID 3a4bIXaTbCa», — ckasana
Pusa. Ckasana 6e3 obmgbl, 6€3 3n0oCTK — kak YyBCTBOBAana, Tak U oTBeTuUna.
Ecnu 661 He cnpocwun, 1 BoBce Bbl npomonyana. ApceH, MOMHUTCS, nepeny-
rancsa — ja passe MOXHO Tak cpasy, kak Ha AyXy, BblknajbiBaTb camoe
COKPOBEHHOE? Heykenun Henb3si XOTb HEMHOTMO YKPbITbCH, 3aWwuTuTb ceba?
Beab y BCSKOro XuBOro cyLjectsa €CTb CKOprynka nu, KOKOH N, NaHuMpb
N — He TONbKO Y TEX, UYTO XMBYT Ha COSHLE UM Ha BETPY, AaKE Y KOPHEN
B 3eMne ecTb kopa, koTopas ux sawmwaet! «Ecnun pogutcs aoudb, cam 6yay
yuynUTb €€, NyCTb He OyaeT Takon xpynkon, 6e33anTHON, Kak maTb!» —
pewun ApceH. OH noHaAn, 4to Pue Hago nomoub, Kak nomorarT s6noHe,
COrHYBLUENCS NOJ, TSXKECTbIO LIBETOB, — CTaBAT Noanopky. Crnosa »eHbl
3ananu B aywy, ApceH He 3abbiBan ux, N B FOCTSX, U Ha NMIOASX Uckan rna-
3amu Puto. [1Be napbl rnas BcTpeyanucb, n Pusa osapanack ynbiGkon. Ynbi6-
ka 6bina yypecHas: nobdsawas, bnarogapHas...

...B ppyron pas oH TOXe mucnyrancda. BecHon cnyumnacb rpadymMHasl me-
Tenb: Ha pacnyCTUBLUMECHA MOYKM BbiNan CHEr, 3aayn NPOHU3bIBAOLLUNA
BeTep. ApceH Bo3spawjancs ¢ pabotbl. [logxoasa kK AOMY MNPUBLIYHO B3rnNs-
HyI1 Ha CBOWM OKHa K ocTaHoBunca: Pusa mbina okHa. Ee enTbin nnaTtoyek B
OKOHHOM NPOEME BEPXHEro 3Ta)ka MoKasancs HEXHbIM 30M0TbIM Ny4OM
NoCPean CNsikOTHOW MeTenu. Xmapb, CTENLascs no semrne scrneg 3a Ap-
CEHOM, BAPYr 3aBepTenachk, 3akpyunacb U CTonbom B3mblna BBEpX. Ap-
CEH, NepenonowmBLLNCL, Berom B6exan k cebe: «Pwus, 6onblue HMKoraa He
MOW OKHa!» — «YTO Tbl roBopub, ApceH? OKHa Hafo MbITb Kak MOXHO
yawe», — 3acmesinacb Punsi. — «Tbl TOMBKO CKaKK, S1 CaMm NOMOK» . — «YTO
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c To6on, ApCeH?» — yamBMnach XKeHa. ApCeH NonbITancs CKPbiTb CBOW UC-
nyr, oTwyTuThCAa: «Mbl XMBEM Tam, rge HouvylT BeTpa. Bapyr HaneTtut
BMXpPb, Korga Tbl OyAeLlb MbITb OKHA, 1 yHeceT Teba? A 9 OCTaHyCb OAUHY».
— «Tbl Xaun, s npunedy obpatHO». ApCeH cpasy npuHsanca 3a geno. Hon-
XHO BbITb, Pue nokasanocb o4yeHb 3abaBHbIM, YTO MY>X MOET OKHa: «Ap-
CEH, Tbl ewe papTyk NoBskM!», «ApCeH, a Npo NnaTok 3abbin?» — cmes-
nace OHa, cmesnack u cuana. «BoT nonagewscq, fyaelwb 3HaTh, Kak Ha-
cMmelwHnyaTh!» — npeaynpeaun ApceH u, egsa AOMbIB OKHa, Nomyancs
BAOIOHKY 3BOHKOMY CMEXY, HaCTUr XeHy B coceaHen komHaTe: «bepy B
nnex! Tenepb He BbipBEWbLCA!» Pua TONbKO YTO 3anvBanacb CYacTNUBbIM
CMEXOM, a TYT BAPYr 3atmxna B o6bATUAX Myxa, npowuenTtana ene crbil-
HO: «Ecnun A BbIPBYCb M3 TBOErO MNneHa, 70 yMpy»... Kak, Hy Kak MOXHO
Tak rooputb?! ApCeH NOHeC ee — ronoc CKPUMKK, LUBETOK LUMNOBHUKA —
Ha nocTenb... Bpems HenoCTOSHHO He TONbKO B KOCMOCE, HO U Ha 3eMne: TO
3ameansaeT CBOM XOA, TO MUUTCA Kak Ha Kpbinbax. [eTtn npupoabl, AyLLOW
N TENOM XaxkayLime Apyr apyra, Ux cnagoctHbin wenot... AcTnHHasa yeHa
Takmx MrHOBEHUW — BEYHOCTb. B YMCTO BbIMbITbIX OKHax, Kas3anocb, HE
ObINIO CTEKOM, N BEPXYLUKU AepPeBbEB COrHYNUCH NOA Lankamu cHera nps-
MO B WX KOMHaTe...

OH Bnobunca B xxeHy fo becnamaTcTea...

...B AyluHOM HOMepe pasgancsa NpoTsKHbIA CTOH. Becb B3aMoKWwnn, Ap-
CEH HaKoHel Agorajancs, YToO HaAO OTKPbITb OKHO, U pacnaxHyn ero Ha-
cTexb. [loHecca poBHbIN ryn mops. Ceoe cyacTbe oH norybun cobCTBEHHbI-
MW pyKamu...

ApcCeH ¢ Konneron wnun B peaakyuio. o nyTn um BCTpeTUnach AeByLU-
ka-TaHyosLmua, 6biBuaa Hesecta ApceHa. OHM LLYMHO NOMPUBETCTBOBA-
nn apyr gpyra, oCTaHoBUNMCb. Havanucb obblYHbIE B TaKMX CnyYasix Kon-
KOCTM ga wyToukn. [leBnya Hanponanyro KOKeTHu4ana, urpana Ternowm.
ApceH Bbln HEMHOrOCNOBEH, NOKa OHW HECNW NErKOBECHbLIN B34,0p, CTONAN
NOTPACEHHbIN, HANyraHHbIW: HEY>Kenn OH cobmnpancst Ha HEW XXEHUTbLCH —
OHa e uyxas, vyxasa! bnarogapeHue bory, uto otBen 6eay. OH xoTten
nockopee NonpoLaTtbCa U YUTU, HO Ta HACTOMYMBO MNpurnawana kK cebe:
«MHe Hago noroBoputb ¢ TO6OM, NocoBeToBaTLCA». MOXET, er 1 Bnpasay
HY>XHa nomoLb? ECnn y Hee 1 eCTb Ha yMe YTO Apyroe, To ApCeHy He npu-
XOAUTCA COMHEBaTLCA — OH No3Han noboBb, OH NMobuT. Ho pasbupano u
noBoNbITCTBO: HA KakMe YNOBKW NMOWAET 3Ta KEHLMHA, eCrin peLumT ero
3aBneyb? Emy, kak nucarenio, He mewano 6bl 370 3HaTb. M OH nowen ¢
Hen. PaHblue, 3ax0As B 3TOT AOM, OH BCEraa 3akpbiBan ABEpb Ha Kou.
Cenyvac 310 gaxxe He npuwno B ronosy. Kasanock, XeHwmHa coBcem 3abbl-
na, 4to cobupanacb NOCOBETOBATLCS, CXOAY 3aTesna NpexHow urpy: «On,
kKak a ycranal» — npucnoHunace B CnvHke aguBana; «Own, xapuwal» —
paccTerHyna BEpPXHIO nyrosuyky... Ee BbIxogkum kasanuce tenepb Apce-
Hy HenenbiMK, Xankumn. B cBoe Bpema ApceHa TOXe MOKPYXXUITO B OMy-
Te CTpacTu: OH BNajan B HEUCTOBYIO rOpPsAYKY, AaXKe Haxo4un B 3TOM Y40-
BOMbCTBUE, YA0BONMbLCTBUE C MPUBKYCOM MYCTOTbl, HO MUHOBaN YyBCTBEH-
HYIO Tpony, BCTYNWN B COMHEYHYIO CTPaHy, ra4e 3BYKM CKPUMNKK, 3anax
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LUMNOBHMKA U PaAOCTb, HAacNaXaeHue, rpyctb. Tam BCEro o4YeHb MHOrO,
NOTOMY YTO Tam mBeT NoboBb...

>KeHwmHa B3bepoLwuna emy BONOChI, pacCTerHyna nyroBulbl Ha ero
pybaluke. «3ps cTapaewbCcsa», — AyMan MYXYUHa, BOH Y HEro v pyku
He ApoxaT, n cepauye He konotutca. Hago 6bino BCTatb M yUTWU, HO OH
MEANWMN, EMY XOTENOCb 3HaTb, HACKOMbKO OHa MpOHULaTENbHA: HeyXe-
nun He yyBcTBYeT, YTO OespasnuyHa ApceHy? Unn Tak yeepeHa B cebe?
Kak MOXXHO HEe noHumaTb: anbluMBble YXULPEHUS LEWCTBYIOT TOIb-
KO, Korga gywa nycra... Xo3dnuka CkmHyna nnartbe. Huyero He cka-
Kelb, xopowa. Ho ApceHa, No3HaBLUEero UCTUHHYIO KpacoTy, 3TUM YyXe
He nokopuwb. Hago yxoautb. Monpowatbcsa, 4Tobbl He obugeTtb, u
YATU. APCEH He ycnen NoAHATbCA C AMBaHA, Kak >KEeHLMHa nosucna y
Hero Ha wee...

HeT, Takne XyTkme MOMEHTbI NucaTenb npuaymaTb HE B cunax: To,
YTO B KOMHAaTY BoLINa Pusi, ApCceH nocunTan 3a KOWMAapHbIA COH. Pus cTo-
UT, CMOTPUT Ha HUX. CMOTPUT, HE OTpbiBas B3rnsgaa. Tak rnaaaT ManeHb-
Kne AEeTW: OTKPbITO, HE CTECHASCH, MOTOMY YTO MHOMOro He NoHMMaloT. Pus
TOXE, K&XETCS, CHa4ana HM4ero He NoOHMMana, CMOTperna Ha MyXa Kak Ha
He3HakoMLa, NOTOM, AOMKHO ObITb, «y3Hanay», ee NMUOo CTano 3eMnMCcToro
useta. «9TOro He MOXeT OblTb, 3TO — COH, KOLUMAapPHbIA COH», — ApCeH
BCE elle nbiTanca cnactucb. Pua nepesena B3rngaj Ha >KEHLWMHY. Ta He
BblAEpkana, nogobpana ¢ nona nnartbe, ywrna B COCEAHIO KOMHaTy. 3Ha-
UYNT, HE COH... ApCeH MNOAHANCS.

— Pua, — BbIAOXHYN OH. — Pu4...

N3 ee pyk Bbinana kakas-to 6ymaxka. Pus Ha owynb, 6yaTo cnenas,
oTbiCKana asepb, ywna. bymaxka okasanacb Tenerpammon: U3 AepeBHU
coobLyanu cTpaluHyto BECTb — ymMepna Bans, cectpa ApceHa, kotopas 6bina
cTapwe ero Ha gearoga. Y cectpbl 6bino cnaboe cepgue, HO ApCeH Hukorga
He MOr nogymartb, YTO BCe Tak obepHeTcs.

Moka Gexxan gomon, oH 060 BCeM goragancs: Pyus nonyuuna tenerpam-
My, NpuvLna Kk Hemy Ha paboTy, npuaTene ckasan, rae ApCeH, 1 oHa okasa-
nacbk B 3TOM JOME.

Mbl Bceraa 3Haem, KTo niobut Hac no-HacTosAwemy. ApCEH TOXE 3Han:
Ha aTom 6enom cBeTe, Kpome oTLa C Matepbto, ero nbunn cectpa Bana n
Pua. Kak oHu 6binun gpyxHbl! OBbluHO HEe 0coB0 pasroBopymuBbie, BCTpeYa-
ACb, OHM BonTanu 6e3 ymonky. OgHaxabl ApceH cnpocun Puto: «O yem 310
Bbl 63 koHUa pasroBapuBaeTe?» U xeHa oteeTuna: «Mbl Bcerga rosopum
o tebe. A BbINbITbIBAO Y HEE, KakMM Thbl ObIN B 4E€TCTBE, OHa paccnpalumsa-
eT, Kak Mbl xmBem». Mup onycten B OAWH MUr. €Crnv OA4HY MPUXOAMUTCH
XOPOHUTb, cnacTtu Bbl xoTsa 6bl Puto...

>eHa 6bina goma.

— Pwna, — pobko nossan ApceH. OH >xanen cenyac He Tonbko Puio,
)anen secb Mup. — Pus, Tbl HE NOAYMan HUYETO...

— ApCEH, — TUXO OTBETMMNA XKEeHa, — Cendac y MEHsI HET Cun, AaBan
NMOroBOPUM NOCHE MOXOPOH.

To, 4TO y Hee HeT cun, ObINo BUAHO C NepBoro Barnsaa. Ho oHa cobpana
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BCE HEOOXOAMMOE B J0pOry, ckasana, YTto Kynutb, YToObl HE exaTb B AEpeB-
HIO C MYCTbIMWU pyKamu.

B popore oHM HEMHOro norosopunu o Bane. ApceHy Toxe 6bino Tske-
10, TAXKENo HEMMOBEPHO. A Pusa yxe nocne HecKONbKUX CrOB HaudnHana
3a4bIxaTbCH, CITOBHO €1 He XxBaTtaro Bo3ayxa.

Ha noxopoHax Pua nnakana Hae3pbld. APCEHY Kasarnocb, YTO OHa nna-
4yeT He TonbKo no Bane, a onnakveBaeT BCe HECOBEPLUEHCTBO Mypa: npeaa-
TEeNbCTBO, NOXb, 06MaH... «Pus, pogHas, Ham 6bl TONBKO BblAEpXKaTb, TOMNb-
KO Obl BblAEpKaTb», — MOMNUICH OH Npo cebs.

MNepea Tem, kak yexaTb U3 gepesHu, Pua sbimbina nonbl. Ckpebna, apa-
una Tak, YTo CTapble AOCKU 3acuanu, 6yaTO TOMbKO YTO BbICTPYraHHbIE.

Kak TOnbkO OHM BbILLNW U3 AepeBHN, ¥ PUM 13 HOca nowna Kposb. Ap-
CEeH XOTen BepHyTbCs 0bpaTHO, HO XeHa He cornacunack. «Het, mbl no-
eaem». OHM npucenu NpsMO Ha NbiNbHY 0604YMHY. 3anpoKMHYB rOnoBYy,
Pus 3axkana HOC nanbuamu, My> CyeTUICs BOKPYr, HO OHa He paspeLuuna
nomoub: «Het, HeT, 9 camay». Hawynana cBo604HON PYKOM CYMOYKY, Bbl-
Tawmna 60nbLION roNIOBHOW NNAaToK, 3a)ana UM HoC.

Onu cupenun gonro. Kak Toneko Pust nbiTanack BCTatb, KPOBb HadnHa-
naTeuyb eLye cunbHee.

XoTa poagHas aepeBHst Obina psaom, ApceHy BAPYr MoKasanocb, YTO OH
nonan B Yyxue mecrta. [lone snepeam cebs oH faxe He y3Han — 4YTo 3a TEMHO-
KOpu4HeBbIe Banku TyT nexar? OH cugen, Tepasach B goragkax, emy Henpe-
MEHHO HY>HO ObIfIO MOHATE, YTO 3TO TaKOE, MHaYe OH HE CMOXET ABUHYTLCA B
nyTb. M1 BCe-Takn BCMOMHWUI: HECKOSbKO AHEW Ha3ag, KOrAa OHW npuexanu B
AEPEBHIO, 34eCk ryaena nyenamm, konbixanacb 6arpsHo-anbiMu LBeTamm me-
AyHuua. Ee ckocunu, oHa cHavana nonana noj NponvBHOM NMUBEHb, 3aTeM ee
onanun 3HOW, U TeNepb fexar Ha 3emMre NOTEeMHEBLUWE Barku. ..

B asTobyce, Ha nonnytn Kk goMy y Pum onaTb nowna KpoBb. Tekna Tak
CUIbHO, YTO BOAUTENb XOTEN BbICAAUTb UX BO3Ne Gnvkanwero MeanyHkTa,
HO Pusa HacTosna Ha cBoeM: «HeT, HET, NpouaeT, Mbl noeaem ¢ sBamu». OHa
BCS Bbinaykanacb B KpOBW, NnaTtbe Cnepean faxe MOKPbIOCb KOPOYKOW.

Jomon gobpanuch yxe BeYEpOM. «5 XO4y crnaTtb, CMEPTENbHO XO4y
cnaTb», — ckasana Pus, egsa oHM BOWNM B kBapTupy. VMckynanace, no-
MeHsana nocrencHoe 6enbe, Hagena ceexyto pybaluky, ckasana Myxy, 4To-
Obl NOXWNCA OTAENbHO, N, eABa KOCHYBLUMCb MOSIOBOW MOAYLUKW, YCHyna.

ApceH ner Ha non. OH BCIO HOYb HE COMKHYN rnas. «He cnu, gaxe ecnu
xoyeTca cnatb. byab HacTtopoxe», — wentanyM 6pogmBLLME NO KOMHATE
TeHn. BpemeHamn emy kasanock, 4to Pusa He gbiwunt. OH BCTaearn, Hakmno-
HAMCA K XeHe, npucnyLlumMBanca K ee AbixaHuio. Y Pumn Havancsa xap. Ap-
CEH Mo4Mn nonoTeHue, knan en Ha no6. Pasa asa y Hee BHOBL nowuna 6bino
KpOBb, HO COBCEM MO YyTb-YyTb, BCErO HECKONbLKO kanenb. [lotom ee cran
OuTb 03HOB, Ha Ny — ApCeHy NoYeMy-TO NOKas3anock, YTo OH 13 6enoro
cTekna, — BbICTYNMN XONOAHbIA NOT. Pua kak nerna, Tak u cnana, He Le-
NOXHYBLUUCH; YTOBbI HE 3aTeKNo Teno, APCEH OCTOPOXKHO NOBEPHYI €€ Ha
apyron 60k.

Pua cnana, He npockinasack, yenbie CyTkn. Ha cneayowmn geHs, 6nu-
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e K Beyepy, OHa NpOCHynachb, cena B nocTenu n npuctanbHo, usydarowe
nocmMoTpena Ha myxa:

— K70 TBI?

ApCeH HUKOrAa eLle B XU3HWU Tak He nyrancs: 4OfmKHO ObiTb, Kak pas
TOrga y Hero nosiBMnacek nepeas ceguna.

— Pus...

— K70 TBI?

ApcCeHy nokasanocb, YTO npullen CyAHbIN AEHb. OKasblBAETCHA, Ha
CTpaLUHOM CyAE€ BOMPOCHI 3a4al0T CNOKOMHO, 6e3 TeHn npucTpacTus, npo-
CTO 4TOObI Y3HaTL NpaBay.

— K70 TBI?

— Punsal.. Yto Tbl roBopullb, 1...

Bce e Hago, Hapo 3HaTb, KTO Tbl TakOW. Kazanock, roBOpUT He 4eno-
BEK, a BCEBMAAWMN aHren B Genon pybaluke, nepenavykaHHOW KannsiMm
KpOBW. YUTO MOXHO OTBETUTb Ha 3TOT BOMPOC?

— A He 3Hato Tebs, — ckasana Pua. — Yxoau.

UTo octaBanocb ApceHy? Bbi3zBaTb «CKOPYIO NMOMOLLb» WU OTMNpPaBuUTb
XKEHY B CymMacLUeluMn 40M? XOpoLlo, goragancsa — nos3soHun B Mocksy
Bopucy. «Hukyaa He oTnyckan, cenyac e efy B asponopT, Yepes HeCKOSb-
ko yacos Oyay B Yebokcapax. Nepegan Pue, 4utobbl xgana MeHs», — cka-
3an oH. Ycnbiwas npo 6parta, Pus obpagosanack: «bpat npueger, 6pat! A
yeay ¢ Hum!» OHa BbiTawuna 4emogaH, akkypaTHO crnoxuna sewm. U,
MOMYa, He LLIeNOXHYBLUMCE, MpOoCKaena BO3re OkHa HECKONbKO 4acoB — OHa
Tenepb HanoMMHana ManeHbKyl LEeBOYKY, NOAXKUAAIOLYIO poaUTENen.

Korpa npuexan bopuc, oHa Bbifexxana HaBcTpedy, obHaAna: «Yeaem
ckopee! A He Mmory 3aech xutb!» bpat ycrnokoun ee: «BoT norosopum 1 cpasy
noegem!» — «C kem Tbl XO4€LLb NOroBOPUTL?» — «BOT € HUMY», — nokasan
Ha ApceHa bopuc. Pus ele pas — B nocnegHuin pas — B3rMsiHyna Ha Toro,
KTO OblN ee My>KeM: «DTOT YEMNOBEK LaXKE HE 3HAET, KTO OH».

[a, TouHee He ckaellb: APCEH YK€ HE MOHMMan HU KTO OH, HU YTO OH
HaTBOpwUI...

ApceH n Bopuc rosopunu Aonro, 3akpbiBLUNCL: LOKTOPY Haao 6bino
3HaTb BCe. MoTomM? MOTOM OHUM yexanu. Pusa gaxe He paspeLumna nposo-
Antb: «[TyCTb 3TOT YenoBeK HE MAET C HaMm». ApCeH ocTarncsa — Kak pbiba,
BbIOpOLLEHHas 13 BOAbI, Kak TpaBa, BblpBaHHasa C KOpHeM. Torga He Obino
HW Yaca, HM MrHoBeHus, korga 6bl oH He gyman o Pue, 6e3 koHua 3BOHWUN B
Mocksy. Yepes Heckonbko mMecsaueB bopuc npucnan nogpobHoe NncbLMO,
pewwmBLLee cyably ApceHa: «Cenyac Bce HopmMmarnbHO. PUsi He NOMHUT TOIMb-
kO Tebs, TONbKO TO, YTO CBsAI3aHO ¢ To6on. [JomkHO ObITh, yBUAETE TEDA C
TOW >XEHLUMHOW ANA Hee BbIno paBHO3HAYHO CMEPTU, HO MOMOAON OPraHn3M
He 3axoTen nornbHyTb, NoCTaparncs BbBKUTb XOTS Obl LLEHOW TOro, 4To
«YMepTBUN» 4actb cebsd, OTTOpr BCe, YTO CBA3AHO C TOOOW, U TEM CaMbIM
cnaccd. Hukoraa He nonagancs Pve Ha rnasa, He B3gyman BCTpeYarbCcs C
Hen. TONbKO Tak OHa MOXeT cnactucby. YUTobbl 3aBepLInTb Aena CecTpbl
— nepeBecTn yunTbca obpatHo B MoCkBY, 0POpMUTL pasBog ¢ APCEHOM,
Bopuc cam npuesxan B Yebokcapsl.
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3Hauut, B aTOM MUpe Ans Pum kak Obl HET ApCeHa, OH AN Hee He cyle-
cTByeT. 3adem Torga aToT MUP HYXKeH ApceHy? [nga yero emy >xutb? Ons
Yero XuTb YEroBEKY, Y KOTOPOro He OCTanocCh U Kannu Hagexabl, KOTOpo-
My Henb3da gaxe meytatb? OH Hadan nutb KM nun 6ecnpobygHo. Ho u 3a
BbIMMBKOW Aylla He Haxoauna nokos: 6onb He otnyckana ero. [Noexatb Obl
B MOCKBY, OTbICKaTb UHCTUTYT, rae yuntca Pus. ApceH nposoaun 6bl Tam
AHW 1 HOuW, xaan, 4Tobbl XOTb OAHUM rNa3oM YBMAETb, kak cTynaet Pus,
YBUAETL €€ YrbIOKY, BOMNOCHI, Ha KOTOPbIX CIOBHO paccChbinaHbl NosHbIe Npu-
ropwHu 3onota... M 6onbwe HAYEro emy B KU3HW He Hago... Ho oH nobo-
anca — nobosancsa, yto Pus novyBCTBYET BOJSHbI NIOOBU, BOMHbI TOCKM,
npuaeT B CMATEHbE. HEBO3MOXHO XUTb C Takon 6onbio B gyLle, HO Hano-
XKUTb Ha celbsi pykn OH TOXKE HEe MOXET. B ageTcTBe 0T 0g4HON 60romMonsLHON
JKEHLUMHbI OH CnblWan, YTO XXM3Hb — 3TO BOXM aap, camblid 6eCLEeHHbIN
4ap, Kakon TONbKO MOXET OblTb, a caMOyOUNCTBO — 3TO KaK LUBLIPHYTb
aToT fap obparHo: «3abepn, OH MHE HE HYXeH!». A KTO Takon ApCeH, YTo-
6bl nocmeTb BEpHYTb Bory gaposaHHoe uM? 3emnsaHon YepBb — He Bonee.
HocTtatoyHo Toro, uto crybun HucnocnaHHoe borom cyacTtbe. He mMoxeLub
yMepeTb — XMBWU. XOTb Mo-cobadbn.

OH xeHuncs ewe pas. He Ha TaHyoBLmLe (ApCeH ecrnn 1 BCnoMuHarn o
Hen, To C cogporaHvem, Ta Toxe, efBa 3aBuaeB ero, Toponunacb NPOWUTU
CTOPOHKOW), XXEHUICH Ha Apyron. bbiBaloT BeAb Takue >XEHLWWHbI: BCeraa
BCE 3HAlOT, BCE AJOMKHO ObITb TakK, KAk OHU XOTAT, BCE AOMMKHbI NOCTyNaTh
Tak, KaKk OHW cuMTalT HYXHbIM. OHU AesTenbHble, 3HEPruvHble, cpasy
NPUHMMAIOTCH BbIBOAUTL MyXa B nogn. N3 Koro-1o, MOXET, U nonyyaeTcs
nenuTb Kak u3 TecTta, HO ApceH He 13 Takux. [epes cBagbbon ckasan en
Tak, YTO OTKPOBEHHEE N HEBO3MOXHO: «[ToYemMy Tbl BbIXOAMLWb 38 MeHA? A
He rosopun, yto nbno Teba». OHa 3acmesanack (3HauuT, Bepuna B CBOU
cunbl!): «Ewe ckaxewb». — «A ecnn HeT?» — «Ckaxelwby. Ho oHa Tak n
He Joxaarnacbk 3TUX CNOB. XOTS B OCTanbHOM BCE MAET Tak, Kak oHa 3ajy-
Marna: ApCeH He NMbET, HEe MHTEPECYETCH XEHLUUHAMKN, MHOro paboTaeT, OHu
XWUBYT B JOCTATke, HO CamMOro BaXKHOro, Camoro JOpOroro B >KM3HWU Crosa
OHa Tak W He ycnblwana. Kak-To B ouepefHON pas nockaHAanunm, N oHa
KPVKHYNa UCCTYNNEHHO: «3Hato, 3Hato, Koro Tbl Nniobub!» Bo Bpems ccop
OHa He ymena cgepxwusatb cebsq, HO Torga, TO N UCNYraBLUMCL U3MEHUB-
Lerocs nuua my»a, To nm cobCTBEHHBIX CIOB, KOTOPbIE el XxoTenock goba-
BUTb, BAPYr OCEKNach, pacnnakanacek. Hago 6bl noxaneTb ee. Ho HeT. Kor-
4a caMm He niobub, HEBO3MOXHO MOHATb YyXKYyr0 NoboBb. «XOpOLIO, YTO
3Haelby, — TONbKO U cka3an oH. Oka3blBaeTCH, Korga Xusellb C Henobu-
MOW >KEHLUMHOW, BCE pasjpakaeT, faXe eCnu HET HMKaKMX npuumH. Emy
BCE BPEMS XOUYETCHA OAHOrO: BbIKMHYTb U3 OKHa BCE, YTO €CTb B KBApTUpPE, U
pa3bpocaTb B MyCTbIX KOMHATax Oxanku LBeTyLwero wunosHuka... Kor-
Aa-HMbyab OH Tak U caenaert.

...YTt0 Tenepb genatb? Hapo exate o6paTtHO, BepHee, 6exarb. KaxeT-
Cs, OH MeuTan 3aBepLuMTb pacckas? Kakon pacckas?! Bmecto cnoB, Hagy-
MaHHbIX KPacuBOCTEN Tam AOKeH ObiTb 0aMH cnnowHon sou! MNycTb 3an-
nyTaBLINA, NOTEPSAHHBLIN BETEP HECETCH HaA CHEXHbIM nonem! HeT, He Tak.
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CHexxHoe none 6biBaeT yOTHbIM, OBXUTBIM, HA CHEry MOryT OCTaTbCs Crne-
Abl 3BEPEN 1N 3BEPIOLLIEK, UMW BCTPETUTCA Ccyxasa ObinuHKa, a crnegbl — 370
XW3Hb; 34ECb Xe He JOMMKHO BbITb HMYEro, NyCTb OAUHOKO, MOHOTOHHO 3a-
BblBAET BETEP HAA ronbiM obnegeHenbiM NPOCTPAHCTBOM, NYCTb YENOBEK,
He BblAepXKaB 3TOro XKYTKOro BOS, 3aKMET pyKamu YLUW...

Konu yx npuexan, Hago xots Obl yBUAETb MOpe, NOTOM MOWTU 3a
Bunetom.

ApceH Bblwen Ha ynuyy. be33By4HO CcTpyutca ¢ Hebec COnHEYHbIN CBET,
a eMy KaxKeTCSl, YTO CbINMIOTCA ropswme yronbKu.

Koraa cnavwb B ManeHbKOW KOMHaTe, TOCKa AaBUT KaMHEM, a 34ecCh,
Ha NPOCTOpe, EMY Ha KakOW-TO MUI CTano nervye, CNOBHO CPECCOBaHHbIE B
HeM CTpajaHunsa paccesnmcb B NPOCTPAHCTBE, HO NOTOM, MPOHMKHYB BO BCE,
YTO €CTb BOKPYF, OHM HaBanunmcb C HOBOW CUIOW. APCEH, BbIMyYEHHO CU-
AEeBLWNA Nog «rpubkom», rpomko 3actoHan. Mope wymut. CusieT packa-
neHHas BbiCb. HaBepxy — OroHb, BHM3y — Boga. Bosne BeyHoro mops 3a-
roparT BPEMEHHbIE 3EMHbIE MpULLENbLbl — MIOAN.

Pua Toxxe pomkHa ObiTb 3aeCb. Konum yx Tak BbILNO, ApPCeH eLle pas,
xoTq Obl U3ganeka, NOCMOTPUT Ha Hee n BbicTpee ynaeT, yoexut. Puo He
Hago uckatb NO BCEeMy MASXKY, APCEH NErko BbIYMCNUT, FA€ OHA MOXET
ObITb. KOoHEYHO e, Pusa BbibGepeT MecTo nonycTbiHHEE, CKOpee BCEro ps-
AOM C €PEBOM, €€ He NPUBIEKAIOT HU TE, KTO a3apTHO BbeT No Mavy, HW Te,
KTO BEAET WyMHble pasrosopbl. [Moka npukugbisan, rae morna 6bite Pus,
ApCeH Jaxxe HEMHOro OTAOXHYN AyLon, 60nb CIOBHO HEMHOMO OTNYCTUNA,
HO YBMAEB, YTO TaMm, rae AormkHa 6bITb PUS, HUKOro HET, OH YAMBUNCA: OHa
AomkHa ObITb MMEHHO 3aeck! ELe pas, He cnelua, npocneann npo ceba PuumH
nyTb, N cepaue BAPYr pasMdAkno, 3axoTenocb nnakartb: «bnarogapto, o
Boxe, uTto cxxanunca Hago MHOW, NO3BONUN €Lye pas B3rMaHyTb Ha nobu-
Myto!» Pusi kak pas npuwna Ha «CBOE MECTO» U CHMMAana xanartuk...

Pus nocTtenvna Ha necok nNokpbiBano, nerna, n ee He crano BuaHo. Ap-
CeH JyBcTBOBan cebs cyacTnMBenMM M3 cyacTnmebIxX: Pus — ectb, Pus
— Ha aTou 3emne, Pua — coecem psaom... MoxeT, eMmy AOCTaTO4HO 3a Le-
Ny BEYHOCTb OAUH pas yBuaeTb Puio? MOXET, Tak TOXE MOXHO NMPOXUTL?
«HeT, He cmoXelb!» — KOnMbHYNO cepaue, B rnasax noremHeno... Hago
natn. PasysHatb npo 6unet. ApceH NOAHANCA U, KOHEYHO, MOCMOTPEN TYAQ,
roe nexxana Pus... Psgom ¢ Hen 6bin My4mHa!l ApceH pactepsncs — emy
B ronoBYy He Npuxoauno, Yto Pus moxeT ObiTb He ogHa! [encTBUTENEHO,
OHa JaBHO Morna BbINTU 3aMy! 3TO XeHux unn Mmyx? JormkHO ObiTb, Yy
Hee MOSTHO MOKMOHHMKOB. PaHblue, Koraa OHM eLe Xunm BMeCTe, BCTPeY-
Hbl€ MY>XYMHbI YacTeHbKO 00OpaYMBannCh €N BCRes.

My>4yMHa HanpaBuncs B ero CTOpoHy. Bbeicokun. «Bepaunal» — o6o-
3nuncs npo cebsa ApceH. MyxumHa 3awen B kacdhe Ha HabepexkHOM N BCKO-
pe Bbien OTTyaa C ABYMS MOSMHbIMU CTakaHamu Ha BGymakHbix 6nioged-
Kax, 3awaran obpaTHo, k Pue. lMoxoxe, oH Bbif1 U3 TEX, KTO HPaBUTCS KEH-
wuHam. Tenepb ApceH noxanen Puto: «3avem tebe kpacaBunkn? Heyxe-
N A0 CUX NOP HE NOHSINA UX?» A BAPYr 3TO My? Cyactnmea, 4OMKHO ObITh.
Ewe 6kl He cyacTnuea: Pue nerko 6bITb CHACTNMBOW, OHA Nepexuna O4uH
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pa3 u 6onblue HNYEro HE NMOMHUT. APCEH — MOMHUT. EMy — MyunTbCS,
noka »me. Het, emy 3aecb Hevero genartb. Hago yesxartb.

OH pewmn yexaTb 3aBTpa yTPOM. Tenepb y HEro Huyero He 6oneno, oH
HKW 0 Yem He gyman. OT Yenoeeka ocTanack 0gHa BUAUMOCTb, BHYTPU HUYe-
ro HET, TONbKO nycrtota. MoxeT, u KpoBb 3acTeina? BoT n xopolo. ApceH
Aavke nocnan.

MNoTomMm, nocne yxuHa, yCTpounca B BECTUOIONE HUXHEro 3Taxka CMOT-
peTb Tenesmsop. [JBoe My>X4nH, cngesLunx 6rM3ko OT HEro, HErpoOMKO ne-
perosapusanuce. «Camas kpacusas B [lome TBopYeCTBa», — CKasan OfuH.
N TyT B COBEPLUEHHO NOAABMNEHHOrO, U3MOXAEHHOIO YenoBeKa, Kasarnoch,
BCENUIICSH XXMBOTBOPHbIN AyX. O KOM MOryT roBOpUTb 34ELLUHUE MY>KYUHbI?
ApCeH 3HaeT 3TO Kyja fnyudlle HUX camux. «# 3Hato ee, — ckasan gpyrown.
— Banepus, Pus Asaeea. PaboTaeT B HalleM XXypHane, XOpowumia pe-
gaktop». — «[loxanyncra, nosHakoMb». — «[lake He gyman, BCe pPaBHO
HUYEro He BbIMAET». ApCeH pasoanunca: «HeT, Mbl BCe BKOHEL ncrnopye-
Hbl, Cpasy. «BbIMAET — HE BbLINAET...»

MycTbix MecT ObINO MHOrO, HO Pu4... cena psaom ¢ ApCeHOM. ApPCEH He
LLIEMNOXHYICS, HE MOBEPHYN ronoBbl, HO BUAEN €€ BCKO — rybbl, BONOCHI, JTOK-
TW, PO30BOE MNnaTbe, BbILUMTOE PO3OBbIM, U B €ro gylle 3assydan ronoc
ckpunkun, 06opBaHHbIN CEMb NET Ha3ag. HucnocnaHHble Ha ero ronoBy Myku
oBpyLUIMNUCE eLe OXeCcToUYeHHee: «KaxeTcs, Thl Jaxe OTAOXHYN, HO AOo-
BONbHO, Tebe He cneayeT 3abbiBaTbCa». Ecnun 6bl BOKPYT HUKOIO He BbIno,
ApceH, HaBepHoe, 3apbigan 6bl B ronoc. MNowaTbiBasiCb, OH NOAHANCS, Bbl-
wen Ha Bo3gyx. EmMy xoTenock cnpaTaTbCH, MCYE3HYTb, PaCTBOPUTLCS. ..
Ho He ycnen cnycTutbcs No nectHuye, Kak ero gordana Pus.

— Bam nnoxo? — B ee ronoce HenpukpbiToe 6eCnoKonCTBo.

Ecnun 6bITb OTKPOBEHHBIM, CNeaoBarno ckasaTtb: «ymupato». OH oTBeTun
CMOKOWHO:

— Her, BCe B nopsake.

OHun nownun psaom.

— Bbl 13 Yysawmn? — cnpocuna Pus.

«Havanocb! — npoHecnock y Hero B ronose. — Ho 4YTo Ha4yanock, 4To?
Cya? A pasBe He Ha4ancsi OH JaBHbIM-4ABHO?»

— W3 Yysawmm, — ApcCeH He y3Han CoBCTBEHHOrO ronoca:; CrioBHO U3-
noa 3emnu!

— A Tak 1 nogymana, — 3acmesnacb Pus. — Yysawen a1 cpasy y3Hato.
Y HUX B rnasax Kakon-To CBET.

— Kakon cset?

— KpoTtkmin, nackosbln. Bbl 13 camux Yebokcap?

—[a.

Bor ¢ ymom yctpoun 3ToT Mup. Kak noBe3no rpeLHuky, YTo Bpems ot
BPEMEHMW COSMHLE YXOAUT, HacTynaeT TEMHas HOYb: MHa4e kak Obl OH Npu
cBeTe, NpU COomMHue cosepLuan CBOU COMHUTENbHbIE Aena, kak Bbl noBopa-
umMBarcs ero A3blk BbiroBapMBaTh SIBHbIE HENENnocTn?

— Bam npuxogunock ObiBaTb Tam? — CAPOCUN HUYTOXHEALINA U3
noaen, nywe scero 608BLUMIACA COMHUaA, €ro ceeTa.
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— £ XOpoLLOo 3Ha 3TOT ropod, — CMOKONHO oTBeTUna Pus.

«TOMHUT N OHa AOM, TAe Mbl XUMN?» — C YXKacoM Noagyman YenoBek,
nobawmn 3arnaabiBate B OMyT (€Ccnmn 06bIMHO MoasiM CBOMCTBEHHO 00XO-
AVTb Takme MeCTa, 3TOT BCEerga HOpOBUT 3arfsgHyTb HA Camoe JHO).

— 3HaeTe Yebokcapbl? A kakasa ynuuya 6yget cnpasa nocne bonbLuoro
mocTta?

— MNepengewb BonbWwon MOCT U MUHYTbI TP NOAHMMAELLBLCS B rOpYy,
NMOTOM MO AEPEBSAHHOWN NECTHULE CnycKkaelwbca BHM3. Janblle nget HacTo-
Alan aepeBeHckasa ynouka. Bosne goporn gom € Tpems OkHamu, obiun-
TbI AOCKaMU N BbIKPALUEHHBLIA TEMHO-3€MEHON Kpackou, a BepaHga no-
KpalleHa B CBETNO-3eneHbl UBeT. B yepaayHoe OKHO BCTaBMNEHbl pasHo-
LBeTHble cTekna. [lepen AOMOM pacTyT ABa KINeHa, y O4HOMO JIUCTbA Ha HUXK-
HUX BeTkax ¢ BarpsHbiMn npoxunkamu. CoceaHMn AOM HEMHOro oTCTyna-
eT OT Aoporn. [JOM KpbIT Kere3om, HO TO N €ro He XBaTuno, U B O4HOM
MECTE NOKpPbINK Wenown. [loa okHamu pacTyT ManbBbl, OHU LIBETYT BCE FETO,
nocrnegHue UBeTbl YBAAAIOT YXKe Korga BbinajaeT CHer...

OHu wnu no annee, n gownu go goHaps. Ckopee, ckopee NpouTu ero,
ybexartb oT cBeTa, noka Pusa He 3aroBopuna O TPETbEM MO CYETY AOME —
AOME, B KOTOPOM OHM OAHO BPEMS CHUMANWU KOMHaTy.

— A psaom — nycTbipb, — ckasana Pua. OHa npousHecna 3t cnoea
Kak HW B 4Yem He BbiBano, a ANa Hero oHu BbiNM CambiMU CTPaLUHbIMK U3
TeX, KOTOpbIE OH kOraa-nubo cnbiwan. ApCeH yXXe He NoHWMmar, YTO roso-
puna Pua. OH koe-kak npuwen B ceba 1 nonbITancs nowyTuTb: 370 Obino
CKOpee M3 XenaHusa BbiUrpatb BPEMS nepes Crneayowmm CTpallHbiM BOnM-
pOCOM.

— [JonycTum, CTapuHHbIE yNuuUbl Bbl 3HAeTe, a HoBble? Hanpumep,
YHuBepcuteTckyto? — cnpocun ApceH. U novyscteoBan cebsa npecTynHu-
KOM: UMEHHO Ha 3TOW ynuue pacceknocb ux npownoe n dyayuiee.

— 4 cHavana y4ymnacb Tam B yHMBEpCUTETE, NOTOM nepeexana k 6pary
B MockBy, — npogomkana Pua. — YHUBepCUTET pacnornoXeH B none, Ha-
NpoTMB poLn. A eCnmn NPONTN HEMHOIO AanblUe, Ha4uMHaKTCS HOBbIE AOMa.

— Yro 3a goma?

— KunpnuuyHble aeBaTuaTaxkn. [1epBbin 4OM TakOW ANUHHbIN. Bosne
Hero Bceraa naxHet Tennbim xnebom. [Janblie — nycTbIpb...

«[ycThIpb...» 3HAYNT, MECTO, TAE€ OHMW XWUNWU, r4e N CErogHAa Xuset
ApceH, — nyctoe, ApceHa — HeT. Ho BCe ke xunBomy xoueTcs ObiTb cpean
KUBbIX!

— B Hawewm ropoae Bpoge HeT nycTblpen? — ApCeH CNOBHO yMOsn
noxaneTb €ro.

— MoxeT, Tam cobuparlrTcss NOCTPOUTb HOBLIM AOM? — 3agymanach
Pua.

ApceH coBepLUeHHO obeccunen — oT cyacTba (Nobumas XeHwmHa ps-
4om!), OT TOro, YTO OAHOBPEMEHHO YyBCTBOBaN cebs rnyboko HeCHacTHbIM
(oH gna Pun — nyctoe mecTo!).

MycTb aToT Bedep ByaeT TEMHbIM, KPOMELLHO-TEMHbLIM; €CMNUN YX roOBO-
pUTb — TO CKasaTb BCe. [10BEPHYB Kak-TO pasroBop, ApCeH, XOTb U roToB
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ObIn NPOBaNUTLCA NOA 3EMIIKD, pacckasar, YTO y Hero cembs, y3Han, yto
Pus He 3amyxem, 1 — BKOHeLl pasbuTbiin, U3MOXAEHHbBIA — MOBEPHYI
Hasag. Nepea Tem, Kak paccTtarbCs, OHN OCTAHOBUNUCL BO3MNE SPKO-Kpac-
HOro KycTta. OTOT KYCT eLle AHEM HacTopoXun ApCeHa, OH He cTan K Hemy
npubnmxkaTtbca. A Pus, kaxeTcs, Tak U yTKHynacb NUUoM B BETKU. XKeH-
LWMHa eCTb XeHLWuHa, cnpocuna ApceHa:

— OTkyaa Bbl MeHa 3HaeTe? [JHemM Bbl Ha3Banu MEeHs No MMEHM. ..

ApceHa cnacno TO, YTO OH Crbllarn pasroBop OTAbIXaloLuX.

— 4 npuHOCKMN pacckas B MOCKOBCKMM >XypHan. Tam u yBuzgen sac.
[axke uma 3anomHun.

— A 4 He NoMmHIo.

ApcCeH ckasan Tak CTpaLlHO, YTO cTpawHee He ObiBaeT:

— MoxeT, n Bugenu, ga 3abbinu.

— HerT, Bac 6bl 9 He 3abbina, — oTBeTUna Pusa TMxo 1 nevansHo.

ApceH He cnan BCl HouYb. He noTomy, 4To ayman. Yto Tyt gymarte? Ha
aywe nycto. [leNncTBUTENbHO, OH — HUYTO, OH — NyCTOe MecTo. Emy BCio
HOYb Ka3anoch, YTO 33 OKHOM UAET NPONUBHOW 4,0xab. OH Bbixogun Ha 6an-
KOH — CyXO, BbITArMBan pykm — Hu kannu. A 3axogun obpaTHO u CHoBa
cnblWwan wym goxasa. Tak u xoamn — Ha 6ankoH n obpartHo. Ha 6ankoH n
obpartHo... oxas He 6bino. Wym poxga — Obin. Torga ApCeH pacTaHyn-
Cs Ha noctenu u 6onblue He LWEeNOXHYNCH, Nnexan B TEMHOW KOMHaTe,
yCTaBmBLUMCL B NOoTonok. O6maHuYmMBbIA LLUYM JOXASA HE yMOorkarn.

ABTOOYC yX0AUT B a3pOnopT B CEMb HacoB. BpemeHnu ewe npegoctaTou-
HO. ApPCEeH BbIIEN U3 34aHWS, NOTPYKEHHOIO B CNajKuM COH, MOCTOAN U
HaKOHEL-TO MOHSM, YTO 3a «A0XAb» LUEN HOYbK: 3TO LUEenecTenn nNUCTbs
BUHOrpaga. Euje 4OHOCUTCA POKOT MOPS. XOPOLLO MOPHD — HUKOrAa Hude-
ro He CKpbiBaeT, He TauT B cebe: xoueTr — Bywyet, HecHyeTcs, Xo4eT —
nackaeTcs, U BCE Yy Hero Ha Buay, Tak Kak eCTb, a YenoBeKy Hajo TepneThb,
aepxatb Bce B cebe, gaxe ecnu gywia nnayeT HaB3pbla,.

MnMO He3HaKOMbIX fepeBbeB APCEH NOLLEN Ha 3TOT BEMMYaBbIN POKOT
N CTOH. B rpyan no-npexHemy 6bina nycrota, HO wwark ero Obinm Taxe-
nble, rpy3Hblie. OH BbIWEN Ha OTKPbITOE MECTO U 3acTbin Ha mecte. Bosne
MoOps cTodAna xeHwwmHa B 6enom nnawe... «Pual» Ecnu niobumas 3gechb,
€CInn Tbl TOXKE oKasarcs 34ecb, ecnv bor nocnan Bam aTy BCTpeYy — 3auem,
3ayem yberaTtb? OH 6onbLue HMKorga He ByaeT KNSacTb CBOKO CyAbOy, OH BCe-
raa 6yaet cuntatb cebda cyacTnmBbIM YENOBEKOM — 3a 3Ty BCTpeYy, 3a TO,
4YTO eMy CYXAEHO eLle pa3 NOCMOTPeTb B €e rnasa, ycnblwaTtb €€ romnoc.
«KusHb mos!» Pua cnosHo ycnbiwana 6e33By4YHbIN WEenoT ApceHa, no-
BEpHyrnacbk k Hemy. CTouT — crnoBHO 3abbina, uto nosaaun bywyet mope. Bot
nerkas HerpomMmkasi BoriHa He crnewa gowna go 6epera u crana nogHMMaTbcs
BbILLIE M BbILLIE, HO A0 TOrO, KaK CUHe-3eneHas BoaaHasa rnoiba obpywmnack Ha
Puio, ApceH nogckouun 1, cxsatve €e 3a nnedn, NputsaHyn k cebe.

— Pusa, Puda... — 3a40xHYNCs OH. — Pus, ckaxku, Tbl xgana MmeHa?
— Tebs.

— Pws, Tbl HUYEro He 3Haelb...

— {4 3Hato Bce.
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— Y10 — BCE?

— Y10 MbI poXaeHbl apyr ans gpyra. A nontobuna teba cpasy, Kkak yBu-
gena. Ecrnn 6bl Tl He npuwen, g 6bl ymepna.

My>4nHa 1 xKeHWmMHa 3akaTtann 6pokn n 60CUKOM MAYT NO KPOMKE
MOPS1 Ha BOCTOK, 3a conHuem. OHU CMEIOTCA, WendyTcs, obHMMaroTCs, He-
XKHO nackalTcs Apyr kK apyry. X yamBnaeT Bce — M CBEXUA BETEPOK, U
KamMeLlKn nog Horamu, n obnaka, knybawmecs Hag BEPLUMHOW Fopbl.

OHun oTbICKkanu conHue, NoBepHynu obpaTHo. XKeHwmHa ocTaHoBMnach
Yy TPONWHKK, Y AEPEBA C MEMNKUMU YEPHBIMU Arogamu.

— Kaxabin pas, korga npoxoxy 34eCb, MHe xodeTcs nonpobosaTtb 3TH
arogbl. Ho 6010Cb — BAPYr OHM SIAOBUTBIE, YMPELLb.

— He 6oncsa, mbl nonpobyem BMecTe, — CNOKOMHO, 6e3 TEHN COMHEHUS
ckasan My>dunHa, a npo ceba oTyaaHHO B3Mmonunica: «boxe, nomorn Ham!»

>KeHwwmHa He cnewa Habpana aroabl B nagowky. OHM CTOSNM MOMYa,
cmakys HeobblvHble arogbl. Okasanoch, y HUX ocTtanack ogHa o6onouka,
BCS MSAKOTb NMpeBpaTtunach B HacTosiLee BMHO. Ha Bepxywke aepesa, cpe-
AW ArogHbIX rpO3AbeB, CUAENA NTUYKA N, HE OTPbIBAs rnas, CMOTPena, Yem
3aHUMAIOTCA A04b U CbIH YENOBEeYecKue.

— BcerpeTtumcs 3peck Yepes ABa vaca? — ckasarna eHLmHa.

— Xopouwwo. Noyemy yepes aa?

— Torpa Bce CTaHET ACHO.

ApCeH npuvwen K gepeBy nopaHble. Ta NTUYKa CUAUT Ha NPEXHEM
MeCTe, CMOTPUT OKPYrMbIMU rnasamu Bokpyr cebs, kak cTpax. YBuU-
AeB, UTO ApCeH npuwen o4uH, OHa BCROnowunachk, NOKpyTuna rono-
BOW, CNOBHO rosopsi: «lovyemy Tbl 0guH? Bac pomkHO ObiTb ABOE». Ap-
ceH 6bin cnokoeH. U ewe cyactnuse, B3BONHOBAaH. byaTo npuwen Ha nep-
Boe cBugaHue. Cepgue cea0Bnacoro MyKHuHbl KONOTUNOCL: NPUAET —
He npuaeTt? «PogHasa, — obpartuncsa oH kK NTUYKE (OHa HE MOXET He Mo-

HMMaTb YENOBEYECKYD pedb!), — CKOpPO N NpuaeT Mosi NboBb, MOS
XU3Hb?»

Mexxay nMCTbeB MenbkHYno 6enoe nnaTbe.

— Puga!

Pwus 3BOHKO paccmesanach, OHa cemyac — cama pagocTb, cama KkpacorTa.
ApceHy 3axoTtenock nogypauntbca. OH caenan 3agymMymBoe nvuyo, € Hag-
MEHHbIM BUAOM NOLUEN €1 HaBCTpeuy.

— lNpocTtute 3a 6ecnokoncTBo. Bl HE NoACKaXKETe: 3TN Aroabl CbeA00HbI?

— On, uto Bbl! K HUM nyuywe He nputparnsaTtbca! OHM A40BUTHIE.

— OwwmbaeTech, 310 Nnoabl bececmepTursi! — ckasan APCeH, U OHK, cHac-
TNMBblE, CMOBHO AETU, HE BblaepXKanu, pacCMeanucb rpomMko, nobexanu
no obxurarowemy 6enomy necky kK MOpPH, B3SBLUMCL 32 PYKW.

OHu He cTanu pasgeBaTbCA, TOMNBbKO CKUHYNM 00yBb. APCEH ner CrMHon
Ha ropsuun necok, Pua Hakpbina ero rnasa csoMmu nagowkamu. Kakoe
BnaxeHcTBOo!

— Pual..

ApceH npunogHanca n cen. N yaumeunca: «CKONbko NeT 8 He Buaen
Hebal!» [a, 6e36pexxHOCTb HEDa MOXKHO 3aMETUTb TOMNbKO B OTKPLITOM None
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nnu Ha Bepery mops. Ytobbl netana gywa, camomy Hago 6biTb CBOOOAHbIM,
Kpbinateim. Hebo nyraet cesoum sennumnem. Bee cyulee, 4to ecTb, YTO MO-
XKET CyLLeCTBOBaTb — HaxXOAMWTCSH Ha 3eMne, HO CBOW BOMPOCHI YENOBEK 3a-
aaet Heby, monuTcsa Ha HeB O, CTPEMUTCS onpaBaaThbecs nepes Hebom.

M3-3a rop Beinnbinu Tpu obnaka. Hebo — uncroe, sICHOe, HUrAe HU 00-
nauka, a 3TuM TpeMm, BUANMO, HEMNPEMEHHO Hago 6bino asutbca mupy. O
YeM MOXHO COOBLMTL eMy cerogHa? Tonbko 06 OgHOM...

— Pwus, npoyecTb Tebe, 4TO HANUCaHO Ha Hebe?

— [pouTtwn.

— «51 nobno Puto».

Pus Toxe «nouutanay. NoTom ene ChbilWHO, CNOBHO ObINO HEBMOrOTY
OT cyacTbsl, NpowenTtana ApCeHy Ha yxo:

— O Tom, Kak g nbno Tebq, 3HaeT ogHa NTUYKa.

— Ta, 4TO CTOPOXUT Nnogbl beccmepTus?

— [a. Kak TonbKko Mbl BCTPETUNUCE, OHA B3reTerna BBbIChb.

— 3HauuT, 37O NOCNaHHMK Heba?

— [a. Cenvac oHa neTut Hag BTOpbIM 06nakom.

[lBoe, He oTpbIBada rnas, CMOTPEnu, Kak BTopoe 06rnayko — Ha KOTOPOM
HanucaHo «nbn» — OCBETUNOCH, CMWUMOCL C OCTarnbHbIMKM obnakamu u
paccesanoch B 6e36pexxHOM NpocTope Heba.

— AX, Pusa...

Hapo 6bino natn. Octarbca HaeauHe. ..

— Apbyasbl! MNokynante apbyabl! Apbysbll — BO3ne BOpoT [Joma TBOpUE-
CTBa IPy3HbIA MY>X4YMHA npogaeT apbysbl.

— Pwusa, Bosbmem apby3s?

— Bosbmem. Tonbko 4ToObl CHapyxu Obin 3eneHbIn-NpeseneHbin, a
BHYTPU — KPacCHbIN.

Y npoaasua yenbin Bo3 apby3oB, U BCE Ha BUA OAMHAKOBbIE: B BneaHyro

Nonocky.
— [lMocnywan, 6paTtok, — 3aroBOpusi ¢ HUM ApPCeH, — a 4To, y Tebs
TOMbKO Takne?
— Kak 3TO «TONbKO Takue»? — Havan ropadntbcs npogasel. — Thl

3HaeLlb, KTO A7

— 3Haro. Y 1ebga nyywas 6axya B Mupe.

— XM-M... lMocnywan, 3a4em 3eneHbl, Y MEHS CaMbli MyuLLWA.

— TBown 3aBTpa Kynnio. A CErogHsi Hy>KeH TakoWn, 4YToObl CHapy»u 3e-
NEHbIN, a BHYTPU KPAaCHbIN.

— A YTO 3a JeHb CerojHs Takom?

— [eHb, korga uutaroT HebecHble Nnucbma.

— Kakoun-kakon geHb? A Takoro He cnbiwarn. 3! — OKMWKHYN OH npwu-
SATENS, BO3MBLLEroCsa PsSAOoM C MalWHOW, BbICTpO-6bICTPO Ckasan emy 4To-
TO, 1 oba 3aBepTenu ronosamu, NOCMOTpenn Ha Hebo. — [Nocnywan, Mon
APYr TOXe He crbiwan npo Takou AeHb. JlagHo, 3aBTpa g byay xgatb Tebs
Ha 3TOM ke MecTe. A Tbl cenvac e3xaw B 'arpbl, Tam Ha 6asape ecTb Bce. 3a
ABa-Tpu yaca obepHeLlbCs.

— Pua, — ckasan ApCeH XeHLWMHEe, NOAXMAABLUEN €ro Ha NecTHULE,
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— MHEe Hago cve3gutb. BepHych Yaca yepes Tpu, Tbl HE BECNOKONCS, XK
MeHs y cebsi.

— # cenvac xe ngy xaatb Tebs.

— He cenvac! Ecnu HayHewWwb xaaTh cenyac, yCTaHellb.

— A Tepnenueas — HaudHy XaaTb NPAMO cendac. 3Haelb... Oka3blBa-
eTcsa, A He nobnio, Koraa Tbl YXOAMWLWb, M0G0 TONbKO, Korga uaelb Ha-
BCTpEuYy...

3Tn cnosa ApCeH yXe Crbilan OgHaxabl...

MNMoka wen Ha aBTOBYCHYIO OCTaHOBKY, APCEH MONbITancsa NpescTaBnTb,
yto OyaeT ganslue. [NepBo-HanepBo OH pasBeAEeTCsa C XKEeHOWN. Ecnu oHa kpu-
4T CO cnesamm: «3Hato, KOro Tbl NIOOULLB!» — TO, KOHEYHO, JorajbliBaeT-
Cs1, MO KOM CTpagan My Bce aTu rogbl. MoxeT, gaxe ygacrca passecTtucb
no-nAckn. Ha aToT pas — Bnepsble! — APCeH No-HacTodALeMy noxanen
XKEHY.

...YT06bI 06ONTU Ha pbIHKE NPOAABLUOB apby3amu, HY>KHO MOnAHs. ApCeH
nornsAaen no CTopoHam U NPSIMMKOM HanpasWICs K OL4HOMY CTapuky: TOT,
XYAOW, YEPHbIN, B BbIFOPEBLUEN MMMHACTEPKe, Cuaen Bosne Kyyn apbysos,
Kak open Ha BepLUMHE ropbl, OH 1 rofioBy NOBOpaymMBarn, kak ropgas ntuua.

— Ortel, MHe HyxeH apbys.

— Bbibupan nobon, Bce cnenole.

— JTtobon MHe He Hy>eH, Hago, YTobbl CHapy»u Obin 3eneHbIn, a BHYT-
PU KpacHbIN.

Crapuk Bblbpan spko-3eneHbin apbyas:

— [Hepxn!

— Bapyr Hecnenbin?

— Ecnun Hecnenbin, npuHecewb 06paTHO, NOMEHSIIO.

— MeHsaTb Henb3ga. C nepBoro pasa AomkeH 6bITb cambl cnenbin, ca-
MbIA CRagkun.

Crapuk ycTaBuncsa Ha Hero.

— Oreu, 9 cemb neT He BUAEn NOBMMYIO KEHY.

— An-san-san! Kak xun 6e3 Hee?

— Kak cobaka.

— YenoBeky Hemnb3s »UTb kak cobaka — rpex. Apby3 ans »eHol be-
pewwb?

— [ns eHbl.

Crapuk otnoxun 31oT apby3 B CTOPOHKY M Havan BbibupaTtb: 6pocut
OPIIMHbIN B3rNAA, CXBaTUT OAWH, LUMENHET €ro, 3aXXMypuUTCH, CNOBHO NpU-
cnywmBaeTcsa. HakoHel OH npoTaHyn ApceHy npexxHun apbys.

— O710T e xopoL. [leHer He Hazo.

ApceH obeumn pykamn noxan XUMuCTble pyku ctapuka. ToT 3acme-
Ancs. TONbKO cendyac ApPCeH MOHSAM: B «KApPKOM» abxasCKOM fA3blke eCTb
KNeKkoT ropaoro opna.

Kak HM Toponunca ApCeH, BCe e 3allen B CBOW HOMEpP, NOMbINCS, Ha-
JEN CBEXY COPOMKY. M «B3neTen» Ha PunH aTax.

— OauH cTapuk-open 6narocnosmn Hac, — ckasan OH.

— A Tbl CMOT JOHECTU ero? — TUXO-TUXO, LLIENOTOM cripocuna Pus.
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— BoT, pexb.

— A 6otock. Pexb cam, — otBeTmna Pus. Ox yx aTa xeHckasa cnabocTb!
«51 6OIOCbY, «KMHE CTPALLHOY, Ky MEHS He XBaTUT CUM» — a TakK i yX 3TO
Ha camoMm Aerne unu nNpocTo urpa, urpa, KoTopasi BE4EeTCA C NEPBbIX AHEN
COTBOPEHUA MUpa, YTOObI CaenaTb MyXXUYNHY CUnbHee, xpabpee, YeMm OH eCTb
Ha camom gene... Ho BCe e Kak xopowla 3ata «cnabocTby.

— 4 6otock. Pexxb cam, — Pus npoTsiHyna HOX.

EaBa HOx kocHynca apbysa, OH packornoncs nononam, BbiCbINanuchb
WUCCUHA-YEPHbIE CEMEYKMN.

— Ax-x! — BCKpukHyna Pusi, 1 My>X4MHA C XKEHLMHON OOHSANUCH Tak,
ByATO YXKEe HUKOrAa He PasOMKHYT PYKW.

OHM HUKak He mMornn yCHyTb. 3abyayTcs, NPWKMYTCA APYr K Apyry, no-
TOM OMATb LIENYYTCA — Kak NUCTbS, TpeneLlyLme noj 3HOWHbIM BETPOM.

— Pwus, Tbl koro-Hnbyab nobuna?

— 4 mobnio Tonbko TebA... A Bcerga nobuna Tebs, ewe 40 TOro, Kak
YBUAETD.

Mepep pacceeToM Pusa 3agpemana, ye B NOMyCHe Hawuna pyky Apce-
Ha, npwxkana K cepauy N U3MoXeHHO ycHyna. OHa u paHblue Tak 3acbl-
nana. ¥ ApceHa HakoHeU-TO NMOTeKNu crnesbl, NOACTYyNaswme Co BYepaLl-
Hero aHs... [opsyaa cnesa 6e3 ocTaTka pacTBopuna KameHb, KOTOpPbIA A0M-
rMX CEMb NIET OH HOCUI B CBOEM CepgaLe.

ApceH pelwwmn He cnatb. OH xoTen goxaarbca conHuya. flexxan, npucny-
wusBancsa K abixaHuo Pun. ObllnT poBHO. ApCeH noYemy-TO noTporan ee
no6. B nopsgke. ApCeH 1 cam He 3ameTun, Kak 3agpeman. Cnan-to Bcero
HUYEro, Kakoe-TO MrHOBEHbE, a NoKa3anocb, yBUAern COH ANIMHOK B >KU3Hb,
B L|eNyt0 BEYHOCTb (UMK 3TO BOBCE HE COH — SBb?), YBUAEN COH, B KOTOPOM
CNUNUCb BOEAUHO BCE PafjoCTU U TAroTbl XusHn. Mup — uysetywmn wn-
NOBHUK. BeCKOHEeYHbIN MUPp — OECKOHEYHbIA caj LBETYLLIEro LUMMNOBHUKA.
Cnab 4yenosek, He BbICTOSATb €My NepPes ero HEeXHOCTbIO, €ro Benuumem —
ApceH 3acToHan. M pasym, KOTOpPbIA OCTaEeTCs HacTOpPOXE BO BpeMS CamMo-
ro Kpenkoro cHa, 3abuncsa TpeneTHo, OTYasHHO: «HeT, Takon KpacoTbl MHE
f6onblue HUKOrga, HUKoraa He yeBuaeTb!» B cneaytowun mur cBepkHyna
MOrHMA. CTpaHHas MOSMHWS: He Ta, YTO CBEPKAET B BOSIbHOM NPOCTPAHCTBE
NPUPOAbLI, @ Ta, YTO CMOTPUT YENOBEKY B rNasa, npucTanbHO HabnwgaeT 3a
HUM OAHMM B LieNIOM MUPE, NPOXUraeT HackBo3b. APCEH — B 3TOT MOMEHT
yXKe He YeroBeK, Ckopee MpUropwHS nenna — B3APOrHyN M NPOCHYNCS:
roe Pua?!

[Bepb packpbiTa HacTexb. KOMHaTa HanonHunach X0ro40M.

ApCeHy nokasanocb, YTO Ha nony ocranucb rnybokue cnepbl, cneabl
6ocbix Hor. OH, ToXe 60CUKOM, CMyCTUNCS NO 3TUM criegam (Kakme moryT
ObITb rnybokmMe cnegbl HA MPaMOPHOM NECTHULE, HA KAMEHUCTON TPOMWH-
Ke, YTONTaHHOM TbiCAYaMK nap HOr?!), MO HMM >Ke HanpaBWUICa K MOPIO. ..

Mope wymut. CTOHET BeTeEp...

MepeBopA ¢ YyBaLICKOro
MpuHbl MUTTA
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